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Welcome to the The'wa:li Community Digital Map!

Click here for the table of contents.

The places we live in are filled with stories. They are alive with the voices of our
ancestors and with our own voices today. In this way, the lands and waterways of the
Xwélmexw (5t0:16) community of The'wé:li (Soowahlie First Nation) are given life
and meaning by voices of people from many generations.
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I 0ld Methodist/United Church

Methodist missionaries began working in
Xwélmexw territory in the late nineteenth
century. The'wa:i was one of a few
Xwélmexw communities whose members
identified as Methodist (rather than Roman
Catholic). A small Methodist church was
constructed on Soowahlie Reserve some time.
between 1885-1888, beside Captain John's
home. The church itself was used for church
services and as a residence, a hospital, and a
community-gathering place. Some Elders
remember going to the church for a "fun day,”
and others fondly recall swimming in the
adjacent Sweltzer Creek after gatherings. In
1961, the Royal Canadian Engineers
renovated the church, installing an oil
furnace, which was the likely cause of the
blaze that burned the church down in May
1969.

Learn more...
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Among the missionaries who came to $t6:16 territory in the nineteenth century were
Methodists. Prior to the Gold Rush, Catholic missionaries were the most active and
visible missionary presence in the Fraser Valley, but after the 19605, Methodist and
Anglican missionaries also b pecially present and active in the valley.
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Methodist missionaries began working in
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