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Welcome to the 
Anthropocene
� Our efforts to subdue nature 

have been so successful that the 
time in which we now live has 
been called the Anthropocene -
it will show up in the geologic 
record

� Welcome to the Anthropocene!
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Geologic signatures of 
the Anthropocene

Minerals
� Pure aluminum
� Tungsten carbide
� Glass
� Plastic
� Concrete

Chemicals
� CO2

� Nitrogen 
fertilisers

� POPs
� Radioactive 

particles

Layers containing

Plus changes in fossil assemblages
• Humans – 1/3 of mass of all land vertebrates 
• Domesticated species – 2/3
• Wild species - <5%



Key aspects of the 
Anthropocene
� Climate change
� Ocean acidification
� Ozone layer depletion
� Resource depletion
� Pollution
◦ Ecotoxicity

� Species extinctions



Ecological footprint, 1961 -
2012

Source: WWF Living Planet Report 2016 (p 75) /
Global Footprint Network, 2016
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In 2012, the 
biocapacity
equivalent of 1.6 
Earths was 
needed to 
provide the 
natural resources 
and services 
humanity 
consumed in that 
year 



‘One Planet’ living
� “The Earth’s natural capital, on 

which our social and economic 
prosperity is built, is finite. This basic 
fact should be embedded in every 
economic forecast and development 
strategy, in business plans and 
investment decisions, in our 
livelihoods and lifestyle choices.” 

WWF Living Planet 
Report 2014, p 100



10 principles of One Planet Living

Bioregional Annual Review, 2015 -16 





Towards a ‘One Planet’ 
region
� What would our community be like, and 

what would our lives be like, if we reduced 
our EF
◦ By 50%, 
◦ Down to a ‘One Planet’ footprint
While retaining a high life expectancy and life 
satisfaction (see the Happy Planet Index - HPI)

� Describe what this would mean and look 
like for people, and preferably model it.

� Use this as a community engagement 
initiative



What is the Greater 
Victoria Region?
� Indigenous boundaries and land 

claims
� Political
� Watershed
� Bioregion
� Commutershed
� Foodshed
� Other?



The Happy Planet Index

� The Happy Planet Index measures 
what matters: sustainable wellbeing 
for all. It tells us how well nations 
are doing at achieving long, happy, 
sustainable lives.

� It was developed by the New 
Economics Foundation in the UK.

11



The Happy Planet Index

Wellbeing  x  Life expectancy  x  Inequality of outcomes
Ecological footprint



Happy Planet Index 2016


